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President’s Corner
September 2010
E\0LNH0DKDQD\

7KHUHLVDWUHPHQGRXVVDGQHVVZLWKLQWKH:$&
&RPPXQLW\ULJKWQRZ,DPVXUH\RXKDYHDOO
KHDUG WKDW RXU IULHQG /HH $GDPV ZDV WDNHQ
from us recently on Mount Rainier. His death
LVDWUHPHQGRXVORVVWRWKH:$&DQGWRWKH
FOLPELQJFRPPXQLW\/HHZDVLQWKHKHDUWRI
WKH:$&WHDFKLQJZLWKWKH&OLPELQJ&ODVV
%DFNFRXQWU\&ODVVDQG7HOHPDUN5DQGRQHH6NL
&ODVV+HZDVRXWFOLPELQJVNLLQJRUVDLOLQJ
PRVWZHHNHQGV+LVVNLOOVDQGSK\VLFDODELOLW\
LQDOOGLVFLSOLQHVZDVVXSHUE/HHZDVDOZD\V
HQHUJHWLFDQGKDSS\+HPDGHDFRQQHFWLRQ
with everyone he met that lasted, and he died
doing what he loved.
/HH·VPHPRULDOVHUYLFHRQ.LWH+LOOLQ0DJQXVRQ
3DUNZDVDWWHQGHGE\RYHUSHRSOH(DFK
and every one of us in attendance was moved
E\WRXFKLQJVWRULHVRI/HHWKDWZHUHVKDUHGDV
ZHSDVVHGWKH´5XVW\3LWRQµDURXQGWKHJUHDW
circle of friends.

We miss you Lee.

$WWKDWPRPHQW,DOVRUHDOL]HGKRZH[WUHPHO\
OXFN\ZHDOODUHWRKDYHVWXPEOHGXSRQWKLVJURXS
RIIULHQGVFDOOHGWKH:$&DQGWKHVWUHQJWK 
VXSSRUWRIFRPPXQLW\LWKDVEURXJKWWRDOORIXV
We have a very strong shared emotional conQHFWLRQZLWKHDFKRWKHUWRKHOSXVWKURXJKWKLV
WUDJLFDQGH[WUHPHO\GLԀFXOWWLPH

The Washington Alpine Club is on Facebook!
)DFHERRNLV\HWDQRWKHUZD\WRNHHSXSZLWKWKH:DVKLQJWRQ$OSLQH&OXE2QFH\RX·YHMRLQHG
)DFHERRNJRWRWKH:$&SDJHDQGMRLQWKHJURXS$QGLQYLWH\RXUIULHQGVWRMRLQWKHJURXS<RX
FDQFRQQHFWZLWKRWKHU:$&PHPEHUVJHWLQIRUPDWLRQRQXSFRPLQJHYHQWVDQGSRVWPHVVDJHVIRU
other members.
-XVWFOLFNRQWKH)DFHERRNORJRRQRQWKHULJKWWRYLVLWWKH:$&3DJH
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WAC Community News
Remembering Lee Adams
A collection of memories
- My climbs with Lee were few but memorable.
It seemed a privilege then to be in his com-

frisbee just shattered into a bizillion pieces.
I will miss him.

pany‚ feeling which now is only amplified.

- He was always creative and had the knowledge and energy to solve any problem, from
torn pants in the backcountry to routefinding

He taught me how to properly set a nut and

- One of the weekends that I remember the most

to digging pits.

treated me as an equal, noob though I was.

was a weekend of camping on the Nisqually

Thank you, Lee.

Glacier. We were preparing for training the

- In a world where I feel like I can’t trust very

basic class students about glacier travel. As

many people, I trusted Lee. He might not have

I was setting up my tent in the dark, I mis-

always taken the optimal route, but he would

takenly put one of my tent poles on the snow

always find something that worked. He could

and it took off quickly down the glacier. KP

fix anything, stay calm in any situation, and

and I looked for it for all of 10 minutes and

was strong as an ox and quick as a rabbit.

gave up due to darkness and the effort, so
we rigged my tent up with ski poles for the

- He always, always, always had a great sense

night. In the morning, as I was trying to moti-

of humor, was enthusiastic about everything

vate to get out of the tent and into the cold, I

he did, and curious about how everything

look out of my tent and see Lee carrying my

worked. He was such a goofy bastard. I can’t

tent stake as he skinned back up to camp. He

look at a picture of him without laughing! Lee

had gotten up early (no surprise there), put

was more of a constructor, building cairns,

on his skis, skied down about 1000ft of the

making solid camp sites in the snow, etc.,etc.

Nisqually, wandered aimlessly left and right

I remember him constructing the ‘golden

on a mission for the tent stake, somehow

piton award’ for Pat in honor of his Bulger

found it and made it back to camp. All of this

List completion last year.

happened before the rest of us even made it
out of our tents. His energy was endless and
appreciated.
- A year later, even after he pulled a rock onto
himself climbing, and was on crutches, he

- I have learned so much from Lee and valued

didn’t loose his gumption and desire to con-

his opinion, his company, his friendship and

quer - I loved his water bottle holder that he

his humor. He was an inspiration to be with

affixed to his crutches. What a riot and what

in the outdoors as well as inspirational to

a kind man. I’ll remember you Lee!

watch as he enjoyed the outdoors. He will be
missed by all the people he touched and influ-

- With a twinkle in his eye, I remember Lee

enced along his way. I miss him.

turning to me on the Nisqually Glacier and

- His sense of snow was amazing.

saying, “Do you want to play frisbee?”.

- Lee is a prince... Past, present and future... He

Sure, I said and no sooner had I answered

graced my life with his presence, wit and charm.

when out of his pack came a yellow frisbee.

I will truly miss the guy...

Lee knew I was a sucker for games and that
frisbee popped up almost every year on the
Friday set up day for the Nisqually class. We
played until one particularly cold year that



- He was stubborn and honest and frank and a
good human being. He never stopped learning
or reading.

- I always felt honored and lucky to climb with
Lee.

- I loved climbing with him. He was funny, but
never too talkative. I can’t remember us ever
disagreeing about anything... although we
might have debated a route or two. Perhaps
the reflection of the rear-view mirror isn’t
quite accurate, but I can’t remember ever
being annoyed with him. I always went on
any trip with him with all potential unpleasantries fully disclosed and he always gave me
the choice of opting out of anything I might
not be comfortable with.
- Jesus, he was a good skier.
- He LOVED South Spectacle Butte and the
larches there. And he LOVED the ice ‘skating’
on the way down from Greenwood
- He survived Hard Mox, a rock that pinned his
foot underwater while he was scrambling. It
seemed like he could survive anything.

room of people to stitches with his hilarious

- As an instructor, he was one of our rocks. It’s

story-telling talent. He was genuinely sincere,

a force of nature to know Lee, and it’s hard to

- I really looked up to him, perhaps more than

kind, optimistic, patient, ethical, humble, and

imagine anything ever stopping him.

anyone I know. It has taken me all these trips

giving. He was no push-over, but he exhibited

to realize that I’ll never be half the climber

grace like few people I know in this world. I

- He’s my buddy, my neighbor, the kind of guy

or skier that Lee was. I learned a lot from

am so fortunate to have been able to share

you want to be with when everything goes

him, just hearing about his career and other

many memories, laughs and adventures with

right and when everything goes wrong.

aspects of life. Maybe he was a little like a

Lee.

surrogate father.
- Lee was as rock-solid of a partner as anyone
- I remember last summer while he was rack-

would want.

ing up summits like crazy something he said
that surprised me at the time. He said that
there’s a lot more to life than climbing. And
that really meant something to me, coming

TO READ MORE OR ADD YOUR OWN THOUGHTS:

from an amazing climber who obviously felt
so passionate about it.
- I’ve often told people that Lee is one of my

KWWSLQQHUEHDYHUEORJVSRWFRP
)DFHERRNKWWSZZZIDFHERRNFRPJURXSSKS"JLG  Y ZDOO

favorite people in this world. He was truly a
unique individual in all the best ways. He had
a sharp wit and the unique ability to bring a
5

WAC Community News
Summer Party Report

7KH:$&·VDQQXDOVXPPHUSDUW\FDPHRӽMXVW

DQGOLWWOHJLUOVӾQLVKHGEROWLQJSODQNVRQWKH

7KH%%4ZDVORWVRIIXQ(ULF%RVHOODQG%XQN

DVSODQQHG,WZDVDSHUIHFWGD\RQHRIWKH

bridge. John Sargent was the host for day.

%DQGSOD\HGDZLGHVHOHFWLRQRIFODVVLFVDQG

KRWWHVWRIWKHVXPPHUZKLFKPDGHKLNLQJDQG

PRGHUQKLWV 7KDQNV(ULF 7KHHYHQLQJӾQLVKHG

VSHQGLQJWKHGD\LQWKHPRXQWDLQVDSHUIHFW

7KHUHZHUHSOHQW\RISHRSOHWRKDYHIXQ3HWH

ZLWKWKHWUDGLWLRQDOFDPSӾUHDQGVPRUHV0DQ\

DFWLYLW\7KH6QRTXDOPLH5LYHUZDVWKHSHUIHFW

and MJ Steele, and Barbara Dietrich came with

SHRSOHVWD\HGRYHUQLJKW7KDQNVWRHYHU\RQH

SODFHWRFRRORӽDQGEHDWWKHKHDW

DELUWKGD\FDNHIRU&KDUOLH·VWKELUWKGD\

ZKRDWWHQGHGRUKHOSHG\RXPDGHWKHGD\D

&KDUOLHLVWKHROGHVW:$&PHPEHUDQGWHOOV

UHVSRQGLQJVXFFHVV

'DOH2WW/HH)RRW.DULVDDQGRWKHUVFDPHXSIRU

IDVFLQDWLQJVWRULHVRIWKHRXWGRRUVOLNHGWKH\

the morning and left after lunch. Jiri, Magdalena

KDSSHQHG\HVWHUGD\



Annual Member Meeting
Sunday, October 17, 2:00 p.m.
:RUN3DUW\DPQRRQ
2SHQ+RXVHDPQRRQ
3RWOXFNOXQFKDWQRRQ%ULQJ\RXUEHVWFROGZHDWKHUFRPIRUWIRRGGLVK
$QQXDOPHPEHU0HHWLQJDWSP5HSRUWVDQGSUHVHQWDWLRQV9RWHLQWKH%RDUG
:HDUHH[SHFWLQJDODUJHWXUQRXWWKLV\HDUIRUFRPPLWWHHUHSRUWVDQGVSHFLDOHYHQWV
6SHQG6DWXUGD\QLJKW7KH&DELQZLOOEHRSHQDOOGD\6DWXUGD\DQG6XQGD\
7KLVZLOOEHDJRRGWLPHWREULQJ\RXUIULHQGVDQGIDPLO\XSWRH[SHULHQFHWKH:$&DQGVHH*X\H
&DELQ

Old Slanted Sashes

Work Parties

'DYH0LFKHOOVSHQWPDQ\GD\VWKLVVXPPHUUHFUHDWLQJWKHVODQWHGZLQGRZLQWKHPHQ·VGRUP
:HZRXOGOLNHWRNHHSWKHRULJLQDORQHDQGGLV-

7KHUHDUHRQO\PRUH:RUN3DUWLHVOHIWIRU6HSWHPEHUDQG2FWREHU

SOD\LWVRPHZKHUHLQWKH&DELQ

&RPHMRLQXVDVZHSXWӾUHZRRGDZD\DQGGRRWKHUWKLQJVWRJHWWKH&DELQUHDG\IRUWKHELJ(O1LQR

7KH:$&KDVPDQ\FUHDWLYHSHRSOH$Q\LGHDV"

ZLQWHUWKDWLVFRPLQJ

&RQWDFW'DYHGWPLWFK#PLQGVSULQJFRP

Wilderness and Remote First Aid
As many of you have heard, MOFA has been

7KHQHZ$PHULFDQ5HG&URVV:LOGHUQHVVDQG

7RSLFVFRYHUHGZLOOLQFOXGH

UHSODFHGE\:LOGHUQHVVDQG5HPRWH)LUVW$LG

Remote First Aid is designed for those whose

+HDG %UDLQ 1HFNDQG6SLQDO,QMXULHV

2XUDZHVRPHLQVWUXFWRUV6FRWW/DXULH-RKQ

MREVYROXQWHHULVPRUIDYRULWHVSRUWVRUKREELHV

:RXQGVDQG:RXQG,QIHFWLRQ+\SRWKHUPLD

(LOHHQDUHZRUNLQJWRJHWUHFHUWLӾHGWRWKH

WDNHWKHPWRUHPRWHZLOGHUQHVVVHWWLQJVZKHUH

+HDW5HODWHG(PHUJHQFLHV$OOHUJLHVDQG$QD-

QHZSURJUDP,QWKHQH[WFRXSOHRIZHHNVZH

(PHUJHQF\0HGLFDO6HUYLFHVUHVSRQGHUVPD\EH

SK\OD[LV$OWLWXGH5HODWHG,OOQHVVHV%RQHDQG

VKRXOGKDYHDSODQLQSODFHIRUWKH)DOO:5)$

DQKRXURUPRUHDZD\0DMRUSRUWLRQVRIWKH

-RLQW,QMXULHV%XUQV

FODVVDW*X\H&DELQVRVWD\WXQHGIRUUHJLWUD-

course are designed to be taught outdoors.

WLRQ7KH:$&UHFRPPHQGVWKDWHYHU\RQHWDNH

$VHSDUDWH$GXOW&35ZLWK$('(VVHQWLDOVLVD

WKLVFRXUVH

SUHUHTXLVLWHIRU:5)$



Summer Trip Reports
North Face Mt. Buckner, Horseshoe Peak, and Sharkfin Tower
E\7RE\<RXQJ

,UHFHQWO\VSHQWWKUHHGD\V-XO\WKVW
ZLWK0DUWLQ9RONHQRI3UR*XLGLQJ6HUYLFH
3UR*XLGLQJLQDQRXWӾWRZQHGDQGRSHUDWHG
E\0DUWLQDQGUXQRXWRI1RUWK%HQG0DUWLQLV
DWUDQVSODQWHG6ZLVVPRXQWDLQJXLGHDQGDOVR
UXQV3UR6NL6HUYLFHDOVRLQ1RUWK%HQGDQG
SUHYLRXVO\RZQHG3UR6NL6HUYLFHLQ6HDWWOH
7KHSODQZDVWRFOLPEDIHZURXWHVDQGOHDUQ
SUDFWLFHDORQJWKHZD\WHFKQLTXHVSURIHVVLRQDO
PRXQWDLQJXLGHVXVHIRUHԀFLHQWO\DQGVDIHO\
PRYLQJDFOLHQWRUFOLHQWVDORQJDURXWH,DP
QRWORRNLQJWREHFRPHDJXLGHLQDQ\VKDSHRU
IRUPEXW,ӾJXUHGWKHWKLQJVJXLGHVGRWRPRYH
FOLHQWVDORQJTXLFNO\ZRXOGVWLOOEHDSSOLFDEOH
6RPHWKLQJV,OHDUQHG
 0DUWLQH[SHFWVWREHEDFNLQFDPSE\30VR
KHFDQKDYHDQDIWHUQRRQFXSRIFRӽHH

 /HDUQWRXVHWHUUDLQIHDWXUHV ӿDNHVKRUQV 
IRUSURWHFWLRQLQVFUDPEOHWHUUDLQ

 0RYLQJIDVWLVQRWDVLPSRUWDQWDVFRQWLQXLQJ
to move.
 0LQLPL]HWKHWLPHWRUHTXLUHGDWWUDQVLWLRQV
This includes:
D EHLQJFRPIRUWDEOHVFUDPEOLQJURFNZLWK

RQWKHFUDPSRQV
F ,QVWHDGRIDVKRUWUDSORZHURQHSHUVRQ
DQGWKHQGRDFRXQWHUZHLJKWUDS

)RUH[DPSOHWKH:$&WHDFKHVVWXGHQWVWRWLH
WKHLU7H[DVSUXVVLNRQWRWKHURSHDQGWKLVSUH-

 /HDUQWRXVHWHUUDLQIHDWXUHV ӿDNHVKRUQV 

SDUHVWKHPIRUDVFHQGLQJWKHURSHLQHYHQWWKH\

for belaying the second on easier 5th class

GURSLQWRDKROH*XLGHVKDYHFOLHQWVWLHD%DFK-

terrain. This removes the need to build a

PDQRQWRWKHLUURSHDQGIRUJRWKHSUXVVLNV7KLV

JHDUEDVHGDQFKRU,WVDYHVKXJHDPRXQWV

SUHSDUHVWKHFOLPEHULQWKHHYHQWWKH\DUUHVWD

of time.

fall, to transfer the load to an anchor which is a

FUDPSRQV2U
E FXWVWHSVRQKDUGVQRZLQVWHDGRISXWWLQJ

LQJ&RXUVH0DUWLQKDGJRRGIHHGEDFNIRUPH

PRUHSUHVVLQJWDVNLQ0DUWLQ·VPLQG:KLOHWKDW
'XULQJVRPHRIWKHQRQFOLPELQJWLPH,GLV-

DQFKRULVEHLQJEXLOWWKHSHUVRQLQWKHKROHFDQ

cussed with Martin how guides are taught

EHJLQWRSXWWKHIRRWSUXVVLNRQWRWKHURSHDQG

WR URSH WHDPV WRJHWKHU IRU JODFLHU WUDYHO ,

VLPSO\XVHWKH%DFKPDQIRUWKH´VHDWµSUXVVLN

H[SODLQHGZKDWWKH:$&GRHVLQLWV%DVLF&OLPE-

TRIP REPORTS

%HVXUHDQGSRVW\RXUWULSUHSRUWVWKH:$&ZHEVLWHDQGLQFOXGHOLQNVWRSLFWXUHV7KH:$&'%KDVDQH[WHQVLYH'%RIWULSV
KWWSZZZZDFZHERUJ7ULSV7ULS5HSRUWVGHIDXOWYLHZ

8

Buckner and Horseshoe Peak
:HFDPSHGDWWKHKLJKFDPSEHORZWKH6DKDOLH
Glacier. The trail to here is fully snow free. The
QRUWKIDFHURXWHRI%XFNQHULVLQSULPHVKDSHDW
WKHPRPHQW:HEURXJKWLFHVFUHZVDQGSLFNHWV
but used none of it. The second tool is useful for
EDODQFHDQGIRUFURVVLQJDFRXSOHUXQQHOV7KH
VQRZDOORZVIRUJRRGVWHSVWREHNLFNHGZKLFK
IRUXVZDVGRQHE\DJURXSRIWZRWKDWOHIWFDPS
an hour ahead of us. Sometimes the early bird
GRHVDOOWKHZRUN2YHUDOOWKHWHUUDLQLVVWHHS
FRQVLVWHQWO\GHJUHHVDQGSHUKDSVWR
IRUDVKRUWGLVWDQFHEXWWKHVWHSVDUHVRVHFXUH
\RXDUHQRWZRUNLQJWKDWKDUG7KHURXWHLWVHOI
LVVRPHIHHWDQGWRRNXVDERXWDQKU
DQGPLQXWHVWRDVFHQG
7KHUHLVDQHDVLO\IROORZHGIRRWSDWKDFURVVWKH
Boston Glacier to the base of the route. From the
VXPPLWGRZQWRWKH'DYHQSRUW%DVLQWKHUHLV

6KDUNӾQ7RZHU

DOVRDQHDVLO\IROORZHGIRRWSDWK7KH'DYHQSRUW
basin is still full of snow and easily traversed.

Due to the forecast for continued afternoon rain,

JHDU´6HOHFWHG&OLPEVLQWKH&DVFDGHVµUDWHV

7KHӾQDOVORSH\RXQHHGWRDVFHQGWRUHDFKWKH

WKHSODQFKDQJHG,QVWHDGRIZDNLQJXSDWWKH

LWDVDQGWKDWLVDFFXUDWH)URPWKHVWDUWRI

6DKDOLHFDPSLVDPL[WXUHRIHDVLO\VFUDPEOHG

SUHFUDFNRIGDZQPRYLQJLQWR%RVWRQ%DVLQ

WKHURXWHDWWKHWRSRIDQRWFKWKHUHLVDYHU\

URFNDQGVQRZEXWLVPHOWLQJTXLFNO\

and climbing either the west or east ridge of

H[SRVHGWKFODVVVFUDPEOHRQHPXVWGRWRJDLQ

)RUELGGHQZHRSWHGIRU6KDUNӾQ7RZHU7KLV

WKDWSLWFK+RZHYHUWKHUHDUHDQXPEHURI

:LWKLQPLQXWHVRIUHWXUQLQJWRFDPSLWEHJDQ

PHDQW D PRUH OHLVXUHO\  $0 GHSDUWXUH

ӿDNHVKRUQVRQHFDQGUDSHWKHURSHRYHUWR

WRGUL]]OH6KRUWO\DIWHULWZDVGXPSLQJUDLQZLWK

The descent into Boston Basin is quite straight

SURWHFW\RXUVHOIDQGWKHVHFRQG7KLVLVZKDW

WKXQGHUDQGOLJKWQLQJDVZHOOMXVWWROLYHQWKLQJV

forward from the Sahalie Arm. We stashed the

Martin did and it allows for continued movement

XS

XQQHFHVVDU\ JHDU XQGHU D ORW RI URFNV WKHQ

ZKLOHPLWLJDWLQJWKHULVN

KHDGHGXSWR6KDUNӾQ7RZHU7UDYHOWLPHWR
-XVWEHORZWKHVRXWKGHVFHQWURXWHRI%XFNQHU

WKHJXOO\EHORZ6KDUNӾQWRRNRUPLQ-

7KLVDSSURDFKZDVXVHGIRUWKHUHVWRIWKHURXWH

OLHV+RUVHVKRH3HDNRQHRIWKH´:DVKLQJWRQ

XWHV7KHUHLVDWWKHPRPHQWDWULFN\PRDWRQH

,QIDFW,GRQ·WEHOLHYHDVLQJOHSLHFHRIJHDUZDV

+LJKHVWµ$V,KDGQRWFOLPEHGLWDQGZH

PXVW ZRUN WKURXJK WR JDLQ WKH VQRZ LQ WKH

SODFHGWKRXJKWKHUHDUHFUDFNVRQHFRXOGXVH

had adequate time, we did that route as well.

JXOO\,ZRQ·WERWKHUH[SODLQLQJZKDWZHGLG

The descent is a mixture of down-climbing and

<RXDUHZDONLQJYHU\QHDULWVRZK\QRWFOLPE

VLQFHWKLQJVZLOOFKDQJHZLWKLQDZHHNZLWKRXW

UDSV)URPWKHVXPPLW\RXKDYHWRGRZQFOLPE

LW"1RZLVDJUHDWWLPHWRFOLPEWKDWURXWHDV

DGRXEWLWLVZDUPXSWKHUHQRZ7KHURFNRQ

though it is straight-forward. Then you reach

WKHDSSURDFKDFURVVWKH'DYHQSRUWLVDOOVQRZ

6KDUNӾQ7RZHULVDPD]LQJYHU\VROLGDQGFOHDQ

UDSVOLQJVDQGLWLVFOHDUHQRXJKZKDWWRGR

LWWXUQVWRVRPHRIWKHZRUVWVFUHHODWHULQWKH

DQGZRXOGWDNHJHDUZHOOLI\RXQHHGHGPXFK

VXPPHU 
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re-design, email you comments to Toby at:
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